
 
 
 

        
 

TO:  James L. App, City Manager 
 
FROM: Doug Monn, Public Works Director 
 
SUBJECT: Mobile Water Treatment Lease for Ronconi Wells 
 
DATE:  August 7, 2007 
 
 
NEEDS: For the City Council to consider authorizing a short-term lease agreement with Pall 

Corporation for a mobile water treatment unit at the Ronconi Wells. 
 
FACTS:   

1. The City has 17 production wells which pump groundwater from the Paso Robles 
Groundwater Basin and the Salinas River underflow.  These wells are currently in 
operation 24 hours a day, 7 days a week in order to meet peak summer demands.   

 
2. The City Council approved a voluntary community wide conservation goal of 25% 

reduction in water consumption in order to help meet summer demand.  . 
 

3. Despite conservation efforts production is not meeting demand during heat waves 
or power outages.  The Golden Hill reservoirs are currently operating at less than 
half full (18 feet), and are not able to fill completely during the evening.  During the 
recent heat wave, the reservoirs lost one foot per day.  A 6-hour power outage in the 
Sherwood Park area two weeks ago caused a loss of 2 feet.  Minimum fire 
protection level in the reservoirs is 13 feet.   

 
4. Ronconi Wells #1 and #4 are located along the Salinas River at the southern end of 

the City.  Due to the proximity of these wells to the Salinas River, they are classified 
as Groundwater Under the Influence of Surface Water.  The wells require treatment 
to comply with SWTR turbidity and secondary MCL manganese limits. 

 
5. Pall Corporation has a mobile microfiltration unit, with pretreatment oxidation, 

which will provide effective treatment meeting DHS requirements.  The mobile 
treatment unit is housed entirely in a semi-truck trailer.  The unit has been 
successfully used in Yucaipa Valley for the last year. 

 
6. Pall allows for short-term leases, 3 to 6 months, to meet peak summer demands. 

The unit is returned to Pall at the end of the lease, and the wells taken off-line. 
 

7. The Ronconi Wells would add approximately 800 gallons per minute, about 10% of 
the City’s current production.  

 
ANALYSIS & 
CONCLUSION: Due to the unusually early hot weather, and a poor winter rainy season, the City’s water 

demands this season have at times outpaced production capabilities.  Water conservation 
outreach will continue, but thus far has not yielded significant decreases in demand. 

 
  The mobile treatment unit lease is a way of meeting seasonal peak demands until 

Nacimiento water deliveries begin in summer 2010.  Consistent with the Integrated Water 
Resource Management Plan, the Ronconi Wells treatment will be incorporated into the final 
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design of the Water Treatment Plant (WTP), taking advantage of their close proximity to 
the WTP site.   

 
An additional benefit of reactivating the Ronconi Wells would be to help establish 
beneficial use of the full 4,600 acre-feet allotment in the City’s Salinas Water Rights 
Permit.  In 2005, the City filed a 4-year extension to allow the City additional time to 
establish beneficial use of the allotment.  Last year, the City pumped only 4,065 acre-feet 
of the allotment.   
 
The mobile units are available on a “first come, first serve” basis; availability depends on 
location.  Pall Corporation has stated the nearest unit will be available when the Yucaipa 
Valley lease agreement ends on August 21, 2007.  Water Division staff have made 
contact with DHS and PG&E to obtain the necessary permissions and service to be 
ready for unit delivery by August 23, 2007.  The unit could be online shortly after arrival, 
pending DHS inspection and operator training.  
 
City staff will return to Council with a report on the mobile unit’s performance at the 
end of the lease period.  Possible recommendations could include annual 6-month peak 
season leasing until completion of the WTP and Nacimiento water deliveries, depending 
on the unit’s reliability and effectiveness. 

 
POLICY 
REFERENCE: City of Paso Robles Purchasing and Payment Procedures Manual, Integrated Water 

Resource Management Plan 
 
FISCAL 
IMPACT: The three-month mobile treatment unit lease would be $96,000.  For comparison, the 

cost to purchase the mobile unit is approximately $1.2 million. 
 
  For the fiscal year ended June 30, 2006, the Water Operations Fund ended the year with 

an operating loss of $(148,000). While the “books” are not yet closed for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2007, the operating loss is roughly projected to be in the vicinity of 
$(500,000). This operating expense will contribute, if not aggravate, similar results for 
the current fiscal year ending June 30, 2008. 

 
OPTIONS: A. Approve Resolution No. 07-xx authorizing a purchase order to Pall 

Corporation an amount not to exceed $96,000 for the 3 month lease of the Pall 
Aria Mobile Microfiltration Treatment unit.  

  
  B. Amend, modify or reject the above option. 
 
 
Prepared by: Katie DiSimone, Utilities Manager 
 
Attachments:  (2) 

1) Quotation from Pall Corporation 
2) Resolution 
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RESOLUTION NO. 07-XX 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES 
AUTHORIZING A PURCHASE ORDER TO PALL CORPORATION FOR THE LEASE OF A 

MOBILE WATER TREATMENT UNIT 
 
 
WHEREAS, the City has 17 production wells which pump groundwater from the Paso Robles 
Groundwater Basin and the Salinas River Underflow; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council requested a community wide voluntary conservation goal of 25% to reduce 
peak seasonal water demand; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City has been unable at times to meet peak demand during heat waves and power 
outages, and operations do not allow for repairs or servicing of equipment during peak season; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Ronconi Wells #1 and #4 could be used to supply an additional 800 gallons per minute 
of Salinas River Underflow production with appropriate treatment; and 
 
WHEREAS, Pall Corporation has a mobile treatment unit which meets the City’s treatment needs and 
can be leased short-term. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1.  The City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does hereby appropriate $96,000 from 
Water fund to Budget Account No. 600-310-5224-165.  
 
SECTION 2.  The City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does hereby authorize a Purchase Order 
to Pall Corporation for the three-month lease of the Pall Aria Mobile Microfiltration Treatment Unit in an 
amount not to exceed $96,000. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Paso Robles this 7th day of August 2007 
by the following votes: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:   
ABSENT:  
 
 
  
    
  Frank R. Mecham, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Deborah D. Robinson, Deputy City Clerk 
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